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This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of tlie description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of . 
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International application No. 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAIVIINATION REPORT PCT/US02/03523 

I. Basis of the report 



. Willi regard to the elements of the inlemacional application:* 
^ the international application as originally filed. 
^ the description: 

pages U25 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the dematid 



pages NONE , filed with the letter o 

] the claims: 
pages 26-30 as originally filed 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 

_, filed with the letter of 



LXj the drawings: 

pages M as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of . 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE , as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of . 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fiirnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)). 
I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I the language of the translation ftirnished tor the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in die international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in printed form. 

filed togedier with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authori^ in written form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 
has been furnished. 

4. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of; 

I I the description, pages NONE 

I I the claims, Nos. NONE 

I I the drawings, sheets/% NONE 

5. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond Uic disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



' Replacement sheets which have beenfiiniished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
Itis report as 'originally filed" and are not annexed to this r^ort since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 
■* Any replacement sheet contaiiung such amendments must be referred to tinder item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. STATEMENT 



Novelty (N) Claims W7 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims NONE ^YES 

Claims 1^7 ■ NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims 1:37 ^YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-37 meet the novelty requirements under PCT Article 33(2) because the specific aminoketone antidepressant compositions of 
the instant application are not taught in the prior art. 

Claims 1-37 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Morella et al. in view of Ludwig et al. Morcila et 
al. do not teach the specific aminoketone antidepressants in the composition as in the instant, although Morella et al. do teach of 
general antidepressants as being Uie active ingredient. Ludwig et al. teach of the use of sustained release compositions of bupropion 
hydrochloride wherein die composition can be suitable for a once a day administration. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in die art at die time the inventten was made to use the active agent of Ludwig in the composition of Morella to obtain a once a 
day composition which is capable of providing the dissolution rates of the instant application because it is known in die art to 
administer active agents in controlled release vehicles. 

Claims 1-37 have industrial applicability under PCT Article 33(4) because controlled release bupropion compositions can be used in 
the pharmaceutical industry. 



Form PCr/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US02A)3523 



VIII. Certain observations on the uilernatioiial application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the questions whether die claims 
are fiiUy supported by the descripiioD, are made: 

□aim 7 is objected to under PCX Rule 66.2(a)(v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article 6 because claim 7 is indefinite for the 
following reason(s): it is unclear what is meant by "wherein said water insoluble polymer comprises ethyl a meOiacrylic acid 
copolymer". 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box VIII) (July 1998) 



